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2. APPLICANT 
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Address 

Nationality 
Residence 



HONDA GIKEN KOGYO KABUSHIKI KAISHA 

1-1, Minami-Aoyama 2-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-8556 

JAPAN 

JAPAN 

JAPAN 



3. ATTORNEY 

Name (8 1 97) Patent Attorney YOSHIDA Yutaka 

Address 816, Ikebukuro White House Building, 20-2, 

Higashi Ikebukuro 1-chome, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 

170-0013 JAPAN 



4. SUBJECT TO BE AMENDED 
Description 
Claim 



5. DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT 

As stated in the annexed. 
(1) Amended in Description P. 2, L. 8, "an apparatus for generating and managing 
production processing structure in a production management system of a factory 




implemented through a management computer that makes instructions to produce a 
product and manages production information and terminal computers disposed at 
production line of the factory, comprising: registering means for, when structure of the 
factory comprising at least a name for identifying the factory, a name for identifying the 
product to be produced at the factory or operation to be implemented at the factory, a 
name of the line in which the product is to be produced or the operation is to be 
implemented, and names of process points obtained by dividing the line, is inputted, 
hierarchically registering the names in a storage device of the management computer; 
registering means for, when one of the terminal computers and devices to be used in the 
production or operation of the production line are identified, registering them as terminal 
devices in the storage device; registering means for, when a task or tasks for achieving 
the operation or processing to be executed in the respective process points from among 
the tasks prepared in advance and stored in a disk of the management computer, is 
selected and inputted in a sequence of execution for the respective process points, 
registering the task or tasks in the storage device; registering means for, when definition 
information that correlates the registered terminal devices with the operation or 
processing to be implemented in each of processing steps is inputted," to — an apparatus 
for generating and managing production processing structure in a production 
management system of a factory implemented through a management computer that 
makes instructions to produce a product and manages production information and 
terminal computers disposed at production line of the factory, comprising: registering 
means for, when structure of the factory comprising at least a name for identifying the 
factory, a name for identifying the product to be produced at the factory or operation to 
be implemented at the factory, a name of the line in which the product is to be produced 
or the operation is to be implemented, and names of process points obtained by dividing 
the line, is inputted bv a developer , hierarchically registering the names in a storage 
device of the management computer; registering means for, when one of the terminal 
computers and devices to be used in the production or operation of the production line 
are identified bv the developer , registering them as terminal devices in the storage 
device; registering means for, when a task or tasks for achieving the operation or 
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processing to be executed in the respective process points from among the tasks prepared 
in advance and stored in a disk of the management computer, is selected and inputted in a 
sequence of execution for the respective process points by the developer , registering the 
task or tasks in the storage device; registering means for, when definition information 
that correlates the registered terminal devices with the operation or processing to be 
implemented in each of processing steps is inputted by the developer. — . (As underlined) 
(2) Amended in Claim 1 , "a. registering means for, when structure of the factory 
comprising at least a name for identifying the factory, a name for identifying the product 
to be produced at the factory or operation to be implemented at the factory, a name of the 
line in which the product is to be produced or the operation is to be implemented, and 
names of process points obtained by dividing the line, is inputted, hierarchically 
registering the names in a storage device of the management computer; b. registering 
means for, when one of the terminal computers and devices to be used in the production 
or operation of the production line are identified, registering them as terminal devices in 
the storage device; c. registering means for, when a task or tasks for achieving the 
operation or processing to be executed in the respective process points from among the 
tasks prepared in advance and stored in a disk of the management computer, is selected 
and inputted in a sequence of execution for the respective process points, registering the 
task or tasks in the storage device; d. registering means for, when definition information 
that correlates the registered terminal devices with the operation or processing to be 
implemented in each of processing steps is inputted, registering the definition 
information in the storage device;" to — a. registering means for, when structure of the 
factory comprising at least a name for identifying the factory, a name for identifying the 
product to be produced at the factory or operation to be implemented at the factory, a 
name of the line in which the product is to be produced or the operation is to be 
implemented, and names of process points obtained by dividing the line, is inputted by a 
developer , hierarchically registering the names in a storage device of the management 
computer; b. registering means for, when one of the terminal computers and devices to be 
used in the production or operation of the production line are identified by the developer. 
registering them as terminal devices in the storage device; c. registering means for, when 
a task or tasks for achieving the operation or processing to be executed in the respective 
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process points from among the tasks prepared in advance and stored in a disk of the 
management computer, is selected and inputted in a sequence of execution for the 
respective process points by the developer, registering the task or tasks in the storage 
device; d. registering means for, when definition information that correlates the 
registered terminal devices with the operation or processing to be implemented in each of 
processing steps is inputted by the developer, registering the definition information in the 
storage device; — . (As underlined) 

(Note: the numbers of page and line in Specification are expressed in accordance with 
the English text.) 



6. PAPERS ATTACHED HERETO 



Description 



A replaced paper of P. 2, 2/1 . 



1 



Claim 



A replaced paper of P. 1 8, 1 8/1 . 



1 



4 



an apparatus for generating and managing production processing structure in a 
production management system of a factory implemented through a management 
computer that makes instructions to produce a product and manages production 
information and terminal computers disposed at production line of the factory, 
comprising: registering means for, when structure of the factory comprising at least 
a name for identifying the factory, a name for identifying the product to be produced 
at the factory or operation to be implemented at the factory, a name of the line in 
which the product is to be produced or the operation is to be implemented, and 
names of process points obtained by dividing the line, is inputted by a developer, 
hierarchically registering the names in a storage device of the management 
computer; registering means for, when one of the terminal computers and devices to 
be used in the production or operation of the production line are identified by the 
developer, registering them as terminal devices in the storage device; registering 
means for, when a task or tasks for achieving the operation or processing to be 
executed in the respective process points from among the tasks prepared in advance 
and stored in a disk of the management computer, is selected and inputted in a 
sequence of execution for the respective process points by the developer, registering 
the task or tasks in the storage device; registering means for, when definition 
information that correlates the registered terminal devices with the operation or 
processing to be implemented in each of processing steps is inputted by the 
developer, registering the definition information in the storage device; and task 
execution means for, when the terminal computers of the terminal devices are 
activated, allowing the management computer to execute the registered tasks based 
on the registered definition information to collect production record information of 
the product and to accumulate the collected production record information. 

As recited in claim 2 mentioned below, the task execution means includes: 
cans for activating a control program controlling execution of the tasks such that the 
control program calls for the task to be executed next from among the tasks 
registered in the sequence of execution; and allows the management computer to 
implement the tasks registered in the sequence of execution. 

As recited in claim 3, the apparatus fiirther includes: means for registering 



distribution format for respective distribution destinations to the registered terminal 
devices when production instruction information based on the production record 
information is to be distributed to the registered terminal devices and the task 
execution means allows the distribution destinations to distribute the production 
instruction information in accordance with the registered distribution format. 
As recited in claim 4, the apparatus further includes: means for registering security 
information concerning use of the terminal devices in the management computer; 
and the task execution means permits, when each terminal computer of the terminal 
devices is started up, the start up of the terminal computer 
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CLAIM 

1. (Amended) An apparatus for generating and managing production 
processing structure in a production management system of a factory implemented 
through a management computer that makes instructions to produce a product and 
manages production information and terminal computers disposed at production line 
of the factory, comprising: 

a. registering means for, when structure of the factory comprising at least a 
name for identifying the factory, a name for identifying the product to be produced 
at the factory or operation to be implemented at the factory, a name of the line in 
which the product is to be produced or the operation is to be implemented, and 
names of process points obtained by dividing the line, is inputted by a developer, 
hierarchically registering the names in a storage device of the management 
computer; 

b. registering means for, when one of the terminal computers and devices to 
be used in the production or operation of the production line are identified by the., 
developer, registering them as terminal devices in the storage device; 

c. registering means for, when a task or tasks for achieving the operation or 
processing to be executed in the respective process points from among the tasks 
prepared in advance and stored in a disk of the management computer, is selected 
and inputted in a sequence of execution for the respective process points by the 
developer, registering the task or tasks in the storage device; 

d. registering means for, when definition information that correlates the 
registered terminal devices with the operation or processing to be implemented in 
each of processing steps is inputted by the developer, registering the definition 
information in the storage device; and 

e. task execution means for, when the terminal computers of the terminal 
devices are activated, allowing the management computer to execute the registered 
tasks based on the registered definition information to collect production record 
information of the product and to accumulate the collected production record 
information. 
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(54) TiUe: STEP PROCESSING CONSTITUTION BUILDING/MANAGEMENT DEVICE IN A FACTORY PRODUCTION 
STEP MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 




A . CONFrGURATION EXECUTION 
S200...CREATE FACTORY CONFIGURATION 
S202...DEFINE TERMINAL DEVICE 
S204...DEFINE PROCESSING 
S206...DEUVERY DESTINATION INCLUDED 

IN THE DEFINED STEP PROCESSING? 
S2C8...RESISTER DELIVERY DESTINATION 
S210...REGISTER DELIVERY FORMAT 
S212...CONNECT TERMINAL TO PROCESSING 
S214...REGISTER SECURITY INFORMATION 



(57) Abstract: In a step processing constitution 
building/management device in a factory production step 
management system, configuration of a factory to which 
steps are introduced is hierarchically registered in a 
storage device of a management computer (server) (S200). 
A terminal computer and a device used for production 
are registered as terminal devices (S202). Among the 
task groups prepared in advance and stored on a disc, a 
task for realizing a work or a process to be performed 
in each step is selected for each step and registered in 
the order of execution (S204). The terminal devices are 
connected to definition information relating them (S212). 
When a terminal computer is started, according to the 
definition information registered, the registered task is 
executed on the management computer (server) to collect 
production result information. According to the collected 
result information, a production instruction is delivered 
to the device to produce a product. Thus, it is possible 
to significantly reduce the number of development steps 
and cost of the production step management system when 
constructing a factory as well as reduce the delivery period. 
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